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Quality higher edn central to
VIKAS 2026 vision: UGC Secretary

HANS NEWS SERVICE
TiruPATI

THE University Grants Commission (UGC)
Secretary Prof Manish Joshi said that improv-
ing quality standards in higher education and
guiding youth towards the vision of Viksit
Bharat is the core objective of the VIKAS 2026
initiative.

Addressing the UGC South Zone confer-
ence at Sri Padmavati Mahila Visvavidyalay-
am (SPMVV) on Friday, he stressed that hlbh
er education institutions must move beyond
policy formulation and focus on effective
implementation to make students industry-
ready. The conference on ‘VIKAS 2026: Steps
towards Industry Knowledge, Apprenticeship,
and Skilling’ was organised by the UGC in
collaboration with SPMVV.

Prof Joshi stressed the importance of the
Apprenticeship Embedded Degree Pro-
gramme (AEDP), urging institutions that
have already adopted the guidelines to share
their experiences, benefits and best practices.

Vice Chairman of the Andhra Pradesh State

Council of Higher Education (APSCHE) Prof

S Vijay Bhaskara Rao said the State govern-
ment is introducing new initiatives and build-
ing institutional frameworks to promote en-
trepreneurship.

UGC Secretary Prof Manish Joshi lighting the
lamp to mark the inauguration of the UGC
South Zone conference at SPMVV on Friday.
Vice Chancellor Prof V Uma, APSCHE

Vice- Chairman Prof S Vijayabhaskara Rao
and others are seen.

SPMVYV Vice Chancellor Prof V Uma said
the conference aims to effectively implement
NEP 2020 reforms, strengthen industry-aca-
demia linkages, design SWAYAM Plus mod-
ules and promote co-creation of curriculum.

Registrar Prof R Usha urged participants
to openly share their AEDP experiences and
work together to create a clear and practical
roadmap. The conference saw participation
from Dr Avichal Kapur, Joint Secretary, UGC,
academicians from universities and autono-
mous colleges across the UGC South Zone
(Andhra Pradesh), and conference coordi-
nators Prof M Vidyavathi and Prof T Sobha
Rani, among others.
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GST reforms boost savings,
purchasing power:
CGST Commissioner

SPMVWV hosts ICSSR workshop on GST impact and gender perspective
B

Hans News Service
Tixupart

THE Department of Wom-
en’s Studics at Sri Padma-
vati Mahila Visvavidyalayam
(SPMVYV), Tirupati, in col-
laboration with the Centre
for Womens Development
Studies (CWDS), New Dethi,
organised an Indian Council
of Social Science Research
(ICSSR)-sponsored capacity-
building workshop on “So-
cio-Economic Impact of GST
Introduction and Reforms
on the Consumption Pattern
of the Middle and Neo-Mid-
Classes with a Gender
ctive’ on Friday.

(Chief Guest and Tirupati
ST & Customs Commis-
mer Dr Satish Dhavale

~class  houscholds,
ing that rationalisation of
rates has led to lower tax
irdens, increased savings,
enhanced purchasing power,
and improved ease of doing
business.
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SPMVV Registrar Prof R Usha felicitating CGST Tirupati Commis.
sioner Dr Satish Dhavale on Friday. Dean Prof C Vani and other

faculty are seen

WEASTA SO

Presiding over the ses-
sion, Registrar Prof R Usha
described the workshop as
a policy-oriented academic
initiative and emphasised
the need for strengthen-
ing capacity among young
researchers in the fields of
taxation and public policy.

During the technical ses-
sions, CGST Assistant Com-
missioner G Ramamani
claborated on the practical

small businesses, particu-
larly women entrepreneurs.

Tirupati ICMAI Chair-
man Dr A Parthasaradhi, Dr
D Krishna Moorthy, Dr MC
Venkatanath, Dr G Indira
Priyadarsini, Bhagya Teja
and others also spoke dur-
ing technical sessions.

The workshop was coor-
dinated by Dr P Neeraja of
SPMVV and Dr Vandana
of CWDS, New Ddlhi, with

aspects of GST impl
tation, compliance proce-
dures, and its impact on

co-coord: Dr P Mad-
havi, Dr P Roopa and Dr N
Sree Rajani.
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Workshop on life-saving skills begins at SPMW

Haxs News Sexvice ¥
Towran \

properly can save lives, add
ing that CPR, fint aid, fire
safety, and self-defence are
essential life skills.

PMU Activity-6 member
Prof M Vidyavathi noted that
many people pani during
emergencies due 1o lack of
awareness. She said learn
ing simple safety techniques
can prevent major damage
and help individuals protect
themselves and others.

Dr Suresh, Associate Pro.

THE Department of Wom ’ i
en’s Studies & Sri Padmavati

Mahila Visvavidyalayam or-

ganised a five-day hands-on

workshop under PM USHA

Soft Component-6 to equip
students with essential life s
savingand safety skills which
began on Monday. Around
100 students participated in
the programme.

The workshop covered im-
portant topics such as Car-
diopulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR), self-defence  tech

Dr Suresh of SVIMS explaining the CPR process using manne
quins at SPMVV in Tirupati on Monday. Dean Prof C Vani, Prof
Vidyavathi and Dr Neeraja are akio seen

yoo

fessor from SVIMS, served as
the resource person and con-
ducted practical CPR train-
ing using mannequins. The

The programme was in-  not enough in today's workl,

niques, basic first aid, and
fire safety measures. These
skills are considered crucial
for handling emergencies
and cnsuring both personal
and community safety.

augurated by Prof C Vani,
Dean of the School of Socal
Sciences  and  Humanities
and PM USHA Coordina-
tor. In her address, she said
academic knowkedge alone is

as people often face unex
pected situations like medi-
cal emergencies, accidents,
fires, and safety threats. She
stressed that the ability to
remain calm and respond

workshop was coordinated
by Dr P Neeraja and Dr Gan-
g5 Bhavani, along with fac
ulty members Dr Madhavi,
Dr Padmavathi, Chandrika,
Iyosthna, and Suhasini.
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